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              FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BERGEN COUNTY TO CO-HOST PANEL DISCUSSION ON
INVASIVE SPECIES FOUND IN OUR WATERSHED
(PARAMUS)  Bergen County Department of Health Services in cooperation with the Northeast New Jersey Watershed Alliance will hold a panel discuss on the topic of Invasive Species on Tuesday November 10, 2009. The meeting will be held at the Bergen County Community Services Building at 327 East Ridgewood Avenue in Paramus from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.
Invasive species are those organisms which are not native to our area, but which have been brought here either intentionally or accidentally and are now out-competing our native species.  These organisms represent, at best a nuisance and at worst, a major economic and/or environmental problem.  

The panelists include: 
Dr. Marian McClary, Jr.

Co-director of the School of Natural Science at Fairleigh Dickinson University 

Dr. McClary will discuss the Zebra Mussel.  This freshwater mussel, native to Europe, was 
introduced into North America in 1986 and has now spread throughout the major lakes and 
rivers in Eastern North America.  The zebra mussels represent an economic nuisance by 
colonizing the inside of water delivery and outflow piping.  They are also an ecological 
nuisance as they can kill native clams.

Raymond Cywinski

Manager of Watershed and Environmental Resources at United Water New Jersey

Raymond Cywinski will present information on the Water Chestnut, which is a rapidly 
reproducing aquatic plant native to Asia and Europe.  The Water Chestnut hinders navigation 
and inhibits the growth of native aquatic plant species.  
Mark Mayer

Supervising Entomologist at the New Jersey Department of Agriculture

Mark Mayer will discuss some of the invasive plants, such as mile-a-minute, purple loosestrife, 
garlic mustard and others that his team is studying.
Questions to be addressed during the presentation include how prevalent invasive species are, the effects on the environment, measures to control them and successes that have been reached in controlling invasive species.

For more information, please contact Raymond Cywinski at 201-599-6014 or Touray Holland at 201-634-2784.
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